Bergson's reflections (in Matter and Memory, 1896) on memory anticipated development of modern selectionist theories of memory. Selectionist models offer new and potentially useful approaches to a theory of remembering. On the model of natural selection, these selectionist theories require at least two processing components: a device which generates a range of memory representations and a selection process which preserves a subset of those representations. Bergson shows how the subjective experience of remembering might be understood within a selectionist framework.
INTRODUCTION
Henri Bergson (1859 Bergson ( -1941 was one of France's most prominent turnof-the-century philosophers interested in problems of psychology. The range of his psychological interests was astonishing and included consciousness, perception, habits, memory, the aphasias, dreams, laughter, intuition, time perception, brain functions, multiple personality disorder, the deja vu experience, and much else besides. He was one of the first philosophers (indeed one of the first scholars) to use data from neuropsychological dissociations to illuminate problems of cognition.
In this paper I want to discuss some of the themes Bergson explored in one of his earliest and greatest works: Matter and Memory (originally published as ''Matière et mémoire: Essai sur la relation du corps avec l'ésprit,'' Paris: F. Alcan, 1896). Although Bergson's major concern in that work was to develop a solution to the mind-body problem, he also apparently felt obliged to develop a detailed theory of memory. I hope to show that Bergson's memory theory is ''selectionist'' or Darwinian in character and that it compares well with modern selectionist theories of memory and ''learning'' such as those proposed by Young (1979 ), Edelman (1987 , Changeux and Dehaene (1989) , and others. Bergson's work anticipated these modern
